
 

 

All children have the right to play and to be themselves. For most western children this is normal, but in 

Ghana it is not. Children are supposed to help on the farms and the education is set up in a way that the 

children are just listening and copying what the teacher tells them.  

To have an opinion for yourself and to speak about what you think or feel is not usual at all. Thankfully 

there is our local partner organization called Community Partnership for Youth and Women Development 

(CPYWD). They realise that emotional development for children is very important and therefore they set 

up a special program for children coming from the villages in the area of Tamale (North of Ghana).  

They themselves have experienced how difficult it is to grow up and how important it is to have positive 

coaching and a perspective to discover your talent and strive for your ambitions.  

In 7 villages once or twice a week after school programs are offered by the staff of CPYWD in cooperation 

with volunteers from the villages. By playing children learn to be themselves. 

 

In the last two years Youth Service Initiative (YSI) has 

build playgrounds near 4 schools together with the 

volunteers from the local community. The cooperation with 

these schools has grown stronger and especially for the 

younger children going to school has become more 

attractive. There is a significant growth in the number of 

children going to school now. This is because of the 

playgrounds, but also the after school program.   

 

Project 2009-2010 
The goal for the project in 2010 is to make a start with the 

realisation of a children’s and youth centre. (Youth 

Discovery Centre). This  will be a three year program with 

different fases. The primary goal for the youth centre is to 

offer a place for children and youth where they can play 

safe and free and are able to develop themselves.  

Also teaching materials are brought to this central point and training sessions and conferences will be 

organised to raise the level of education in this area. The centre will be very important for CPYWD to 

renew the methods of learning and education in a more democratic way. Young people get access to more 

organised activities for their spare time, which is also helpful in reaching their future goals. In the centre 

there will workshops organised so things they learn in theory can be brought into practice.  Science for 

instance they learn from books, the centre has the possibilities to give practical lessons as well.   

In 2010 16 people of YSI will go to Ghana and help to build the first part of the centre. They will also 

organise activities for the children.  

 

Donations:  
You can send donations to Youth Service Initiative, ING Bank, the Netherlands  
Account: 666105553  IBAN: NL52 INGB 0666 1055 53  BIC: INGBNL2A  for the “Ghana project”  


